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1^ (57) Abstract: There is disclosed a method of laser welding a numbo- of coated metal sheets including the steps of: providing 
the coated sheets to be joined, and creating a raised region on at least one of the coated sheets. The raised region is formed on a 
first surface of the metal sheet while the second opposite surface of the sheet remains continuous and uninterrupted. A laser is then 

applied forming a weld joint where gases produced during the forming of the laser weld escape via the at least one embossment. In 
an alternative embodiment fine particles may be distributed on the surface of one or both of the sheets of coated metal to introduce 
a gap for the gases produced during the forming of the laser weld a place to escape. Preferably the fine particles will be zinc dust to 
maintain the coating between the two sheets to be joined. 
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